THROUGH TROPIC FAIRYLANDS

Dipa Negara, so resisted Dutch rule that
it took five years to subdue him and his
followers.

Java is one of the most densely popu-
lated land masses in the world to-day.
There are various reasons for this. For
one thing, the land is immensely fertile,
as we have seen. The fruits offered by
nature and the cultivated products of the
fields offer sustenance to an immense
population. Timber trees, palm trees and
bamboos provide ample building mate-
rials. Then, too, Java has a compara-
tively healthy climate. At times, in-
deed, the heat is excessive, but relief is
often provided by brisk sea breezes.
Though there are frequent thunderstorms
near the high mountains, the island is not
often subjected to storms which injure
life or property.

The large plantations of Java are models
of skillful planning and wise administra-
tion. The well drained mountainsides
are covered with tea bushes laid out
symmetrically by civil engineers, who
have planned for them a model irrigation
system. One of the largest tea plants in
the world may be visited in the saddle
between the two extinct volcanoes, Mount
Salak and Mount Gede. A variety of
plants is grown but the differing kinds of
tea are due less to that fact than to the
time and mode of the picking of the
leaves. The tea factories connected with
these plantations are clean buildings with
corrugated iron roofs and walls of airy
woven bamboo, in which modern ma-
chinery is employed.

A network of splendid railways, which
has been made by European engineers,
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JAVANESE

BEAUTIFUL   HANDICRAFT   WE   HAVE   LEARNED   FROM

In artistic production the women of Java are the equals of the men.   They weave the

cloth to make their "sarongs," and then dye it in a manner all their own by a slow hand

process requiring infinite patience.   The results are so beautiful that in recent years tms

method of dyeing, called "batik" work, has become widely popular.
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